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ICIA director George Bush tells newspaper editors
about his recent secret fact-finding mission. (UPI) .

Bﬁs}h tells editors

of secrel mission

By Rachelle Patterson
' Globe Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Cen-
tral Intelligence director
George Bush yesterday

disclosed to a meeting of ~

editors that he has recent-
1y been on a secret mission
to three-foreign countries.

Speaking to a luncheon |
meeting of the American |
Society of Newspaper Edi- -
tors, Bush -said- he was on
a fact-finding tour, but he -
later declined to identify
which countries were vis- .
ited or when.'However one -
report said Bush had been

in Europe."

“Bush strongly defended -

the need for protecting:
government . secrets and I
sources but itted

there is an “overclassifica-
tion” problem Now.
a“"
- Bush said he was “dis-

apponmed” to read a Bos-

ton Globe report of a pri-
_ vate meeting he held with
Frank Sinatra, long under
surveillance by the Justice
Department and = other
government ‘agencies for

his ties to the Mafia and :
his relationship with the |

his relationship with Prosi- -

vJonathan Bush, George's
brother, told The Globe
that Sinatra offered’ the ;
CIA his services during a '
meeting with the director,. |
his brother and others at i
Jonathan’s ~New - York™
apartment in Febmary i
George Bush had no com- ’
ment when asked about
the offer yesterday.

: Asked about the extent
to which the CIA uses en-
tertamers in its intelli-
gence gathering, Bush said | '
he didn’t know but “if any |
Amerlcan wants to volun-
teer he would be wel--
come.’

‘Jonathan Bush told The

Globe that “Sinatra said :

he was always flying
around the world, and
meeting with people like
the Shah of Iran and the
royal family of Great

Britain. He emphasized
time and again that his
services were available
and that he wanted to do
his part for his country.”

. (Yesterday there was no .
direct comment from Si- .

natra,
International reported that
his publicists in Los An-

but United Press -

geles quoted him as say- :
ing: “I also offered to be -

the heir of Howard

Hughes - but evidently !

he turned me down. ™)

|

Because of criticism of |

the CIA over the past two
yeari folowing press dis-

closures and congressional |
CIA |

investigations into

I
I
{
|
i
i

abuses, Bush said morale ;

could be better.

; But, he said, the number :

o6f applicants for agency
positions has increased as
well as well as the quality
of the applicants.

. (Although Bush would

!

not reveal where he went |
on his secret mission, UPI !

quoted a CIA spokesman
as saying later that “He
said  Europe,” without
specifying Western or
Eastern Europe.} .

In other matters, Bush
was asked about the re~
lease of names of Ameri=
can reporters who in 1973
former CIA director Wil-
liam Colby said were on
the agency’s payroll. Bush
said he would not reveal
the names and if a “news

person wants to cooperate :

he should be able to do
SO ”»

Bush said he is man-
dated to rotect sources
and methogme
agency. He would not
comment on any existing
relationship between the
CIA and foreign journal-
fats,

- Asked about an off-the-

record briefing the CIA |

The pgnel had been
scheduled; for 10 am. The
candidates, Jimmy Carter,

.Henry }M. Jackson \and
Morris K. Udall, refus
attend fthe session after

- hearing

recently gave to sciencef
reporters, one of whom re- ! ;
ported it- was divulged ;
that Israel has a stock of]
some dozen atomic bombs,
Bush said he “took the re- }
sponsibility for that” He |
said those who divulged!
the information had been‘
reprimanded, but refused !
to say whether the repri-
mand led to disciplinary
action.

lso at the edito
ting yesterday nejs

open line to
court at-9-an
received the/ne vs of the
order. We /then\ notified
the staifs of all three can-'
didates immediately.”

it was being pick-
eted by members of the-
National Assn. of Broad-
cast Employees and Tech-
niciags. The wunion is en-
gaved in a strike agam;t
NBC! The union members, i
who’ obeyed the court‘
ordér and left the hotel} |
wetre protesting- NBC§\

el

!

scheduled news coverag
tzf the event. .
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